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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

It has been a great honour to lead and serve this organisation for the past two 

years as President. 

 

After long reflection I have made the difficult decision not to re-nominate for 

the role of President as I think the time has come for me to refocus my energy 

on other key areas of judo as well as outside the sport. 

 

During my time as President, I am proud to say that I always used my energy and time to pursue our 

shared vision for the sport, to promote our love for judo in an encouraging and safe environment for all 

our members, male and female, young and old, competitors and casual players, throughout 

communities across Victoria. 

 

I have been supported in this task by most of the board members and our sub-Committees. We have 

supported activities with all our affiliated clubs and members by organizing competitions, grading 

sessions, coaching accreditations, kata and referee seminars, squad and veteran training and 

development of our volunteer base. 

 

All these activities have been accomplished without extravagant expenditures which has then allowed 

us to afford an administration officer, Robyne Dawson, and enables us to support our elite athletes 

through travel grants. 

 

Our finance figures look healthy and strong and put our organisation in very good position to continue 

our work and develop our membership base. 

 

During the last two years, Judo Victoria has slowly grown to count today 39 registered clubs 

and more than 1000 members. 

 

From a performance perspective, almost 100 Victorians attended the National Championship on the 

Gold Coast last June with great results but unfortunately we won slightly fewer medals than last year. I 

would like to thank all the competitors, the Coaching Team, the Management Team and all family and 

friends who attended the National Championship for dedicating their time and effort to represent 

Victoria on the national stage. Well done! 

 

I take the opportunity to mention that Judo is much more than competing in shiai (fighting). 

Shiai attracts only around 20% of our members at Judo Victoria competitions. 

Kata (demonstration of pre-set techniques with cooperative partner) is also a good way for 
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anyone, including  Juniors (Yes, we have kata for juniors!) to participate and enjoy judo while refining 

their techniques. 

 

But Judo, in my view, is primarily a wonderful sporting and social activity to make friends and have fun 

regardless of your age, gender, skills and abilities. Judo Victoria has just initiated the creation of a 

Veteran Sub-committee to promote judo to our 30+ year old players to keep our members active for 

longer in the sport! Our second Veteran training took place at iJudo on 13th October and it was a real 

success with more than 20 people from various clubs on the mat. I am sure it will continue to grow 

under the leadership of Hunter Richardson. 

 

If you are a veteran member, beginner or advanced, please join our new “Dinosaurs” trainings every 

second month or so, to train gently, meet friends from other clubs and have fun on the mat! 

 

Judo Victoria is lucky to count on the dedication of our passionate bunch of volunteers who help our 

organisation operate so effectively. I would like to thank all of them for their tremendous work. Without 

you, the association could not exist the way it is today. 

 

Sadly, we lost two of our most faithful volunteers earlier this year and I would like to 

express my condolences to the families of Lynnette Slade and Rodney Cox who dedicated a 

great part of their lives to Judo Victoria and for whom I have the deepest respect. 

 

I am glad that more and more young judokas are assuming the role of volunteers to support 

our association by helping at competitions, setting up the venues, assisting with scoring and refereeing. 

It is a promising sign for the future, and as Chairman of the Referee Commission I am particularly 

pleased with the development of our young referees who are gaining confidence in their role under the 

guidance of more experienced referees. 

 

Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to thank all our members for their trust, our Life  

members, officials, coaches, volunteers, parents and friends of the judo community who 

have supported the organisation during my time as President. It means a lot to me! 

 

I would like to remind everyone that Judo Victoria is a non-for-profit organization. We encourage the 

involvement of all interested participants in all areas of our sport. Our Board should reflect such wide 

participation. Our State Government is strongly encouraging a wide ranging program which includes 

gender balance on Boards of Management (it means that Judo Victoria Committee of Management 

needs to regain 40% female representation, as a minimum, as soon as possible to be remain eligible for 

future grants) and it needs the support of everyone to work as a team to ensure a prosperous and 

smooth development of our membership base. 

 

I wish all the best to the next President and the Committee of Management to continue 

supporting our association and promoting all aspects of Judo in Victoria. 
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Yours in Judo, 

. 

Christophe Legaud 

President 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Judo Victoria has continued to grow this year. The number of our players and the number of our clubs have 

increased. This is a very pleasing trend which we are working hard to extend. 

 

Much of our Committee of Management’s attention this year has been focused on compliance issues. Work has 

been continuing on our Risk Management strategies and a lot of attention has been paid to meeting strategic 

hurdles imposed by our State Government. Robyne Dawson and Christophe Legaud in particular have had to 

attend a huge number of meetings and be responsive to shifting demands and communications from a variety of 

stakeholders to ensure that Judo continues to flourish in the State. 

 

Pat Quek has done sterling work too by keeping our accounts in a solid position to allow us continuing 

accessibility to sporting grants and put us in a position to give support when and where it is needed. I would like 

to thank our Committee, Chairs, sub-committees, and all volunteers for the work they have done this year in 

support of Judo. 

 

All the Committee of Management meetings were held on Zoom. 

 

 

Committee Member Meetings (eligible) Attended 

Christophe Legaud 9 8 

Sandy Hollingworth 9 9 

Pat Quek 9 9 

Anthony Brooks 6 4 

Janet Lambert 9 7 

Doug Noack 9 8 

Miki Mayer 9 9 

Jake Bensted 6 5 

Ashlee Bensted 2 1 

Ella Ricardo 9 8 

Kit Reynolds - Smith 6 5 

Derren Jones  2 1 
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2024 Membership Numbers 

 

At the time of publication these are the current membership numbers.   

 

 
 

One new Club became affiliated in 2024 – Supreme Judo with coach Kirren Robson-Garth 

 

Judo Victoria would like to thank and acknowledge the support of the Victorian State Government and our Sector 

Service Staff at Sport and Recreation Victoria. 

Anthony Brooks 

Secretary 
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SUB COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Dan Gradings 

Two Dan Grading Days were held in the reporting period.  

 

7 October 2023, Taketani Judo Academy 

The following candidates were successful. 

Perry Papadimitropoulos  Nidan    

Axel Nightingale    Shodan 

Dominic Sculli     Shodan 

Avalon Anskey     Shodan 

Jason Rose     Shodan 

Reuben Weare     Shodan  

Carstens Beyers    Shodan                                           

Nicholas Challis     Shodan 

Derren Jones     Shodan 

 

Head Convener: Janet Lambert 6th Dan 

Maria Pekli 5th Dan 

Dennis Iverson 5th Dan 

   

7 April 2024, Caulfield Judo Centre 

The following candidates were successful. 

Anthony Bourke   Shodan 

Anthony Brooks   Shodan 

Hsin Fa (William) Kao   Shodan 

Hunter Richardson   Yondan 

Locky Nguyen    Nidan 

Mohan Bam    Yondan 

 

Panel: Janet Lambert 6th Dan 

            Michael Picken 6th Dan 

            Daniel Kelly 4th Dan 

Daniel Kelly  

Dan Grade Administrator  
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Referee Commission 

As Chair of the Referee Commission for the past 6 years, I am pleased to lead the referee team at our Judo 

Victoria competitions and contribute to the development of our existing and new referees with the support of the 

Referee Commission Peter Alway and Moh El Hammamy. 

  

Judo Victoria organised five competitions in 2024:                               

25 February 

13-14 April (MIO) 

5 May 

4 August 

8 September 

  

In addition, a few of our most experienced referees went to the National Championship on the Gold Coast in June 

and to several interstate competitions such as the Canberra, Sydney, Adelaide, Perth, and Brisbane International 

Opens. 

Sadly, Rodney Cox, one of our international and most experienced referees passed away earlier this year. On 

behalf of the Referee Commission and the entire referee squad, I would like to express our deepest condolences 

to his family and acknowledge Rodney’s great commitment to our sport having dedicated a considerable part of 

his life to Judo Victoria. 

 

Looking ahead, I am glad to see that the number of referees at our JVI competitions is in slight progression 

compared to previous years which allows to effectively run three competition areas simultaneously. 

I hope that this dynamic will continue to enable us to have more flexibility and cater for bigger competitions. 

  

Finally, I would like to mention the encouraging development of our under 30-year-old referees (Alexander 

Ginaylo, Giuseppe Sfregola, Stefan Javni, Francis D’Couto and Ewan Smith) who have been gaining confidence on 

the mat.  

 

It is a very positive sign for the future, and I will encourage them to go to the next level as I am sure they will 

perform very well at National level. 
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Christophe Legaud  

Referee Commission  

Kata Committee 

I am pleased to present the Annual Report of the Kata Committee for the financial year 2023-24. Our dedicated 

committee has been actively engaged in enhancing the understanding and appreciation of kata within our Judo 

Victoria community. Our efforts have been directed towards preparing our members for Dan Grading, equipping 

them to compete at Nationals, and, most importantly, fostering a deeper interest in kata among our members. 

 

In 2023-24 we held four Kata Seminars. We offered Nage no Kata at each seminar and then covered all four of the 

other competitive Kata, one at each seminar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A total of 84 members participated in the four seminars held this financial year, an average of 21 per seminar. At 

the end of each seminar, we ask all participants to fill out a feedback sheet, to ensure we take the participants’ 

opinions into our next planning meeting. The Appreciation Quotient, (perfect being 5), ranged from 4.75 – 4.85, 

which is excellent. We held a total of thirteen Kata Commission meetings over the year via Zoom.  

 

We have introduced two major initiatives this year. We have been able to introduce a new Competitive Kata: 

Junior Katame no Kata (G1). We have also introduced the Kata in Clubs Program where the Kata Commission will 

visit Clubs, when requested, to introduce and run Kata classes. 

 

We have been trying to run Kata Competitions but were told that we had to have four pairs competing before we 

could run a competition. We met this pre-requisite at the Drouin Regional Competition, so was able to run our 

first Kata Competition in many years. Roy Worner & Tahlia Blackman competed in three kata, and we had  
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three Kata pairs compete in the Junior Nage no Kata. We had the same six pairs compete at the JV Summer 

Competition. By February we had seven pairs compete.  

 

The highlight was MIJO where we had twelve pairs compete with eight Kata Judges from Victoria and Inter-State 

offer to help. In May we again had 6 pairs compete.  

 

The Victorian Kata Team was very successful at the 2024 Nationals, achieving the following results: 

Jnr Nage no Kata Chase & Chev  Bronze 

Nage no Kata  Roy & Hunter  Bronze 

Katame no Kata  Roy & Tahlia  Bronze 

Kime no Kata  Roy & Tahlia  Bronze 

These results could not be achieved if our members did not have the opportunity to compete. 

 

Sadly, in May 2024 we lost one of our most learned Kata Commission Members, when Rodney Cox passed away. 

He is and will be sadly missed. The Kata Commission is working on how we can 

remember Rodney’s contribution to the development of Kata in Victoria.                                        

 

In conclusion, the Kata Committee remains committed to its mission of nurturing a 

strong and passionate kata community within Judo Victoria.  

We have made significant strides in the past year, with increased participation in 

seminars and the incorporation of kata into our competitive events. Despite 

challenges, we are determined to persevere and continue our efforts to elevate the 

profile of kata within our organisation. 

 

We extend our gratitude to all members who have been a part of this journey, and we look forward to another 

productive year ahead. 

ahead. 

Michelle Matthews  

Kata Committee Chair 
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TREASURER’S REPORT – EOFY JUNE 2024 
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 

1. Comparative Financial Statement 30 June 2024 
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2. Comparative Income Statement 30 June 2024 
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3. Cash Flow Statement 30 June 2024 
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4. JVI Financial Dashboard EOFY 2024 
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